The Disciple

New Sermon Series

James:

Becoming a Child of the King

Starting on July 14t, Pastor
Klug began a new sermon series
based in the Book of James.
Titled Becoming a Child of the
King, it focuses on the
teachings of James. He, accord-
ing to Biblical lore, is a child
of Mary, Jesus’ mother. This
would place James in history as
Jesus’ half-brother.

James 1introduces himself to us

as a servant, writing to the “scattered tribes” of Is-

rael. He 1is writing for an audience who 1is suffering. Y()u ShOW me

And although individual suffering can be subjec-
tive, it is also relatable across experiences. James .
places himself as a guide for the ones who have been _tll(3 I)E[tll 1mn

through trials; physical trials, emotional trials, and

spiritual trials. Tribulations that will break a l-f' .

heart, a mind, a spirit. 1 (39 1n BV()IIIT
In other words, James 1is speaking to everyone.

The first chapter of James starts by imploring us to presence

consider “troubles of any kind” as “an opportunity for

great joy.” These troubles will give you a chance to .
grow. This opens the idea that we need to become 'tllf{r(3 1S
broken, as Christ was broken for us. As with any

field, the ground must be tilled before laying down fullness Of

seed. But the act of tilling is an act of breaking

apart. .

When we are broken, we must persevere. In those ;]()§Z

moments, we can choose to be bitter or to be better.

James states that God will bless those who persevere Psalms 16:11

and endure. A full and productive life will be
awarded when a choice is made to embrace the trial, to



give God precedence over tribulations, and nurture the
seeds God is planting. We are meant to be fruitful and
productive.

To be a Christian does not exempt you from unrest and
misery. But it does give you an option for grace and
tolerance. James reminds us that disorder comes from
trying to live 1in two realms. You cannot divide yourself
between God and the world.

Yet this is a fundamental human conflict. From the time
of Genesis, the world has asked us to question the heart
of God. The world is the snake in the garden, “Did God
really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the
trees in the garden?”. The world tells us that we must
have control at all costs. We don’t wish to lose control
to anyone, not even to God.

But God is sending us an invitation. He is asking us to
reach for maturity. God is 1issuing a request. But to
accept that invitation, we must acknowledge our own

shortfalls. We must recognize that temptations are of
our own making. We must understand our own sinful
nature. It is said that when faced with temptation, that

temptation finds an ally on the 1dinside of ourselves. To
mature as faithful followers, James asks us to identify
these shortcomings, call them out, and bring them 1into
the light. Acknowledge our faults but do not live within
the confines of those faults.

James says that when we can mature in God’s grace, we are
his “prized possession.” We can then take our place and
do the work God has set out for us.

Are you ready to hear the rest? Join us in person or
online to listen to the remainder of this series
throughout August and September.

Ready to return to
Sunday Morning Service?

Before you return for the
first Sunday,
please call or text
540-748-0274
to let us know to expect you.

Do you want
hear sermons
and Sunday
Services in the
entirety?

Remember, the LCC
website has all the
sermon resources
available for you to
re-visit at your
convenience.

Look for the
“Worship Resources”
right on the home
page of
LouisaChristian-
Church.org.

You can sort these
by month or just
click into the
resources available.

We hope you enjoy
this feature and
return often.

YOUR TITHES
AND
OFFERINGS

You can give online.
Visit our website,
louisachristianchurch.org
and click on
“Tithe Here”
to donate using a credit
card.

You can also donate by
mailing your contribution
to:

Louisa Christian Church
P.O. Box 1344
Louisa, VA 23093

We thank you for
your support.
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Wed SjUdY for hie heard my voice;
ednesda
10;30amy he heard my cry for mercy.
Psalm 116:1, NIV
Thursday
7:00pm

Contact Pastor Vincent to
get the Zoom information

Prayer Labyrinth

A prayer labyrinth
is a labyrinth used
to facilitate pray-
er, meditation,
spiritual transfor-
mation, and/or glob-
al unity.

One way to use this
labyrinth: Using
your finger trace
the pathway, worship
and praise God as
you walk to the cen-
ter, then dintercede
for people and con-
cerns as you walk
back to the outside.
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As we continue to have times of uncertainty, it
may become important to carve out some time for
you and/or your family to “Be Still”. Below is
a short and easy way to start a small time of

stillness. Taken from Self Care at Home by the Salt project.
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Try guiding a short family meditation. Here are a couple of practices that
might do the trick:

refurning to the breath

Start by having everyone close their eyes, breathe deeply, and focus on
their breath. Guide their intention through saying this mantra three times
before a 5-minute period of silent deep breathing, “All sounds return to
the breath, all thoughts return to the breath, all distractions return to the
breath.”

be still and know that i am god

In this meditation, sit around in a circle and have everyone recite Psalm
46 as a group mantra: “Be still and know that | am God.” But each time
you recite the mantra, peel off one part as follows:

Voo
Be still and know that | am God. 8 ) o g V.
Be still and know that | am. ) 4
Be still and know. & K e
Be still. & h\ @
Be. .
o .
Repeat this together as much as you'd like. Soon, ¢ &
il : ) , 0¢®
you'll notice an incredible cadence that you're
entering into together.
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